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In the last decades, two issues have gained a lot of attention in papers dealing with the
knowledgebased economy and society: on the one hand, the studies on how the local
environment promotes innovation;on the other hand, the SECI model knowledge creation
theory, mostly based in the firm level. Bothapproaches present interesting and original
points but lack a bridge that could unify the concepts towardsa better understanding of
the knowledge creation process at the regional level. In this paper, notions ofthe regional
innovation systems are re-conceptualized from a knowledge creation perspective and
knowledgecreation theory concepts are adapted to the regional level. Later, a framework
is developed forgrasping and enhancing regional knowledge creation. In order to promote
innovative industries, regionsshould have policies to promote knowledge creation and
diffusion and should have a good understandingon how the process of knowledge
creation occurs. By directing policies towards knowledge creation, regionswould be able to
create a knowledge base and knowledge creating system particular to that placeand

achieve self-sustained development based on knowledge creation.
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